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 In Memoriam 

Rev. Dr. Bill G. Stroop 

By Rev. LTC Peter E. Bauer MS USAR 

 

 Bill, I will miss you. Your ministry to me during our time together at 

Trinity Parish in Hattiesburg, MS will always be greatly appreciated.  

 I will remember the surprise of finding a minister in Hattiesburg, MS  

who was a great preacher, very bright, alive and always willing to take 

chances, to push people, including me,  beyond our comfort zone to really 

taste further the possibilities of the Kingdom Of God. You always made it 

worthwhile to attend the 8:00 AM service at Trinity  
 I always wondered where you were going to go next in your sermons. 

I marveled at your ability to blend the scientific and the theological, your abil-

ity to access the genius of technology and yet share a story of growing up in 

Klamath Falls, Oregon in the mid twentieth century. You left us with vivid 

pictures such as you driving down San Francisco’s Geary Street in your cor-

vette convertible for the premiere of “ Star Wars.  

 Oh, how I loved your Oregon stories. Your description of the land and 

the terrain and the people were so familiar to me. I always wanted to present a 

dialogue sermon with you, with you representing the experience of Klamath 

Falls and me representing the experience of Portland. You shared such rich-

ness and humanity when you talked about your father the post man, the Ren-

aissance man who worked on his clocks or when you talked about your mother 

and her constant hospitality to those who were homeless or who were strang-

ers. 



 I will also remember your generosity and your support of me. Your 

encouragement for me to teach Adult Education at Trinity and to explore with 

your congregation mental health issues as well as Islam and Buddhism and 

Feminist Christian theologians. 

 Your heart and your commitment were also with those who suffer just 

like the boy Eddie whom you championed regarding his on-going cancer treat-

ment. You also shared with us your own struggle of being an advocate for the 

care of your daughter Miriam. 

 There were also those moments of magic during the worship service. 

The many times you gave me communion at the altar. The time you stated, 

“Well, church ought to be a place where you can cry. “ You gave that poignant 

children’s sermon once where you were talking about being fishers of people, 

and there you were with your tackle box and your fish net describing how you 

would fish in the Oregon Rogue River. 

 This is how I would like to remember you, as the scientist and the 

priest, the humanist and the Christian, the mystic and the compassionate one, 

patiently wading into the waters of the Rogue River looking for fish. 

 May you be at peace in the ever growing presence of God, in the ever 

expanding presence of the Kingdom of God. May Sunshine and Miriam and 

all of your family be comforted in their loss. May we all take the energy, and 

the wisdom and the talent that you gave us in preaching, in teaching, in caring 

for our souls and may we use that to proclaim the love of God in Jesus Christ 

in our lives, in our families, in our churches and in our world now and forever 

more.    Amen 

 

Memorials for Fr. Bill 

 

We were all saddened this week by the shocking news of Fr. Bill’s passing.  

If you would like to make a memorial in his name, the following have been 

suggested: Trinity Memorial Fund or Emergency Relief Fund; St. Mary's, 

Green Cove Springs (400 St. John's Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043); or 

St. Francis House, Little Rock (2701 S. Elm St., Little Rock, AR 72204). Cards to 

Sunshine may be sent to the St. Mary’s address above; cards to Miriam sent to 

1455 NW Keasey St., Roseburg, OR 97471. 
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WEBMASTER FOUND 

 

“Thank you” to Jim Link who has volunteered to be our Web-

master. 

 

Merry Martha Are Plotting Again!!  

 

They are plotting to reap the benefits of your hard labor.  If you 

are harvesting your gardens and would like to share your vegetables 

or fruits, please bring them to the church kitchen on Sunday or 

anytime or call Coco Sutherland at 601 -582 -7171  

 

Condolences 
 

We extend our sympathy to Carole Sherman Stanley on the death of her mother, Kath-

leen Lott; to the family and friends of Barbara Parker who passed away June 3; to 

Miriam and Sunshine Stroop on the June 14 death of The Rev. Dr. William G. Stroop. 

 

 

ONE SUNDAY SERVICE 

July 5 thru August 9 

9:30 a.m. 
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The Reverend Jody Burnett, with his father, Bishop of Nebraska, Joe Burnett. 

At Trinity .  Jody preached his first sermon as an ordained deacon at Trinity on  

May 31, the day after his ordination at the Cathedral in Jackson.  Jody was 

ordained by his father, along with two other candidates for the deaconate.  Joe 

served as rector of Trinity for nearly eight years during the 1990’s.   

 

A parish luncheon was held after the 10:30 service to honor Jody’s achieve-

ment.  He will spend the next two years in Virginia, and will then return to 

Mississippi.  (Other pictures on Pages 6 and 8.) 

Hymns for July 
July 5 

 

718 God of our Fathers 

661 They cast their nets in Galilee 

325 Let us break bread together 

671 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

719 O beautiful for spacious skies 
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July 12 

 

436 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates  (st. 1,2,3,5) 

686 Come,thou fount of every blessing 

321 My God, thy table now is spread 

601 O day of God, draw nigh 

372 Praise to the living God 

 

July 19 

 

518 Christ is made the sure foundation 

664 My Shepherd will supply my need 

309 O food to pilgrims given 

590 O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising 

495 Hail, thou once-despised Jesus 

 

July 26 

 

390 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 

404 We will extol you, ever-blessed Lord 

51 We, the Lord’s people 

636 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 

414 God, my King, thy might confessing 

 

 The text of the opening hymn on July 19, Christ is made the sure foundation,  

was written by Henry Purcell (1659-1695.)  Purcell served as both organist and organ 

tuner at Westminster Abbey and composed a large body of music to the glory of God, 

as well as many compositions for the theater.  It is interesting that Purcell is buried 

beneath the organ, which is at the foundation of the Abbey,  this hymn tune title is 

“Westminster Abbey,” and the theme of this hymn is Christ, the foundation of our 

church and our faith. 

 

Civitan Camp 

 

 Civitan Camp needs Chinet paper (not plastic) divided plates.  If 

you can provide some for their use, please bring them to the church of-

fice by the beginning of July.   
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“Get Your Can To Church” Sunday 

 

As you may know, a group of concerned residents of our community have been work-

ing to develop solutions to the growing issues surrounding homelessness in the Pine 

Belt.  In an effort to address this ongoing and escalating crisis, we are designating the 

first Sunday of each month as “Get Your Can To Church” Sunday.  A basket is avail-

able in the Narthex for your donations and you can also bring them by the church of-

fice at any time.  The following schedule is a list of recipients to receive generous do-

nations: 

 

 
 

Other agencies that have received these services earlier in the year are Lighthouse 

Rescue Mission, Christian Services, St. Vincent De Paul and Catholic Social Services  

 

   

 

  Parish Luncheon in 

honor of Jody Bur-

nett, May 31. 

June 09 The Salvation Army 

July 09 AIDS Services Coalition 

August 09 Breadbasket 

September 09 Christian Services 

October 09 The Salvation Army 
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NEW RECTOR FOR TRINITY 

 

 Having interviewed two outstanding candidates whose names were provided 

to us by the Bishop and Canon Johnson, your Vestry has elected to issue a call to the 

Rev. Marian Fortner, currently of Phoenix, Arizona, and she has accepted. She, her 

husband, and daughter visited with us on June 6 and 7, 2009.  Both she and her hus-

band are native Mississippians anxious to return home along with their daughter who 

is enrolling in the 11th grade at Sacred Heart School.  They now plan to arrive in Hat-

tiesburg during the first week of August and she plans to begin our services August 

22nd. Her husband, Tom, is a practicing attorney. 

 Marian is an energetic and enthusiastic person who is entirely capable, with 

all our help, of revitalizing Trinity, gaining new members, and hopefully pulling back 

into the fold many who have gone to other churches or simply have chosen to stay 

away until we have a new priest on board. She is officially the “Priest-in charge” but 

functions exactly as our Rector.  If at the end of her initial two years we and she are in 

agreement in accord, we can then reissue the call to be our permanent Rector. 

 We are extremely fortunate to have her. The Vestry will vote on her final 

contract or employment agreement on Wednesday the 24th of June. There will be a 

definite need for financial support from all of us as we are responsible for all moving 

and travel expenses from Phoenix to Hattiesburg. 

 I an certain that you will all agree when you meet her that this is someone we 

can all get behind and support and love her just as we sincerely hope she will love and 

work with us. 

 

Ben Carmichael 

Sr. Warden 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of May 31, 2009 

 

MTD Budgeted $23,844.50  YTD Budgeted $119,222.50 

MTD Actual $$22.154.50  YTD Actual $99,952.50 

Difference ($1,690.00)  Difference ($19,270.00) 
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