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Making Room for God 

  
 In her book Making Room for God: Clearing Out the 
Clutter, writer Susan K. Rowland identifies the importance 

of the connection between our physical and spiritual 
worlds. Although we easily separate the two in our  
heads, Rowland gently reminds the reader that the two are 

closely intertwined. Thus, in a very Benedictine way, she 
reveals the connection between the outward manifestations 

of our inward souls, starting a dialogue with the things we 
accumulate over the years: old letters, forgotten projects, 
clothes long outgrown or no longer worn. Each thing makes 

a claim on our lives, our spirits and our emotions, until, in 
Lilliputian manner we can no longer move; so many strings 
bind us to the ground. 

 Clutter can take over our lives, consume our 
thoughts, and handicap our spirits. Even our lives can be-

come cluttered, stressful and unfocused over years of unat-
tended physical and spiritual space. As we begin to de-

clutter the world we live in, we free our souls from one 
tether at a time. Our minds begin to clear. With each long 

forgotten article tossed, given away, or placed in its rightful   



place, we are one step closer to a greater range of motion in 

our spiritual lives. 
 As I move around Trinity, I see holy spaces waiting to 

be reclaimed. Closets are full. Rooms, too. It is time for a 
Clean Up Day. 
 In John the Baptist style, Coco Sutherland, Pam and 

Regiel Napier, Chris Tardy and others have stepped up to 
prepare the way. They will have all sorts of odd jobs for us 
to do, from moving heavy furniture to organizing file cabi-

nets. Remarkably, in just a few short weeks, they have dis-
covered neglected treasures. Some of Barbara Parkerõs 

hangings are chief among these. They have also discovered 
a number of things left over from orphaned and forgotten 
ministries. Perhaps we will want to dust off some of these, 

but not all. Some have served their purpose. By letting go, 
we can make space for God to be born anew in the halls of 

Trinity, starting this Advent.  
 Please be assured that we are taking great care to 
preserve history and purpose. It is very important that we 

keep visual reminders of who we are as a people. But it is 
my hope that we will have a clearer vision of who we can be 
after we take stock of who we are. 
 Here are a few ways you can help: 
1) Show up to help on Saturday, December 12th, starting 

at 8:00 a.m.  Jeff Bowman and Regiel Napier will be on 
hand to direct the heavy-lifting. Coco Sutherland and 
Pam Napier will be in charge of organization. 

 
2) If you have a favorite room at Trinity, give us your best        

thinking on what to do with it to make it better. 
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3)   Please hold off on giving things to the church until we    

determine what space we have available for storage. 
 

4)   Come to the Trinity ògarage saleó on Sunday, Decem-
ber   13, 2009, between services (please do not bring 
your own--the church has plenty!). While the church 

might not have room for valuables at this time, you or 
someone you know might have a use for them. 

 

With blessings for a simple and beautiful Advent, 
 

The Rev. Marian D. Fortner+ 
Priest-in-Charge 
              

   Condolences 
 

We extend our sympathy to Chip & Karen Shappley and family on the 

death of Chipôs dad, Nathan P. Shappley. 

 

 
EARLY DEADLINES FOR THE HOLIDAYS  

The deadline for your January 2010 news Friday, December 11.  Thank you for your 

cooperation with these changes.  The folding dates for the Tidings will be November 18 

and December 16.   Please email your information to   

   trinitytidings@hotmail.com 

 

EYC 

The EYC (8 th  thru 12 th  graders)  will meet at the Fortnerõs every 

Sunday evening from 5:30 to 7 p.m. for dinner and fellowship.  

If you would like to provide dinner one Sunday, call the church 

office to schedule a date.  
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BABIES  

 We give thanks for the birth of James Lawrence Proctor-

Dickson, II, son of Jamie & Greer Proctor Dickson and grandson of 

Andy & Beejee Dickson, born October 28 weighing 8 lbs.13oz. 

 We give thanks for the birth of Liam Edward Bailey, son of 

Butch & Toni Bailey, born October 20 at 10:20 pm (born at 10:20 on 

10/20)  weighing 7 lbs. 

 

Microwave  

 

òThank Youó Fran Armstrong for the donation of a microwave.   
 

Congratulations to Lauren Wainwright   

who has been invited to participate in the United Nations Commission on 

the Status of Women as part of the Episcopal Young Adult Delegation. 

Ten young adults from across the United States were selected for this 

event which will take place in New York City from February 26 thru 

March 6, 2010.   

 This event is a remarkable opportunity to learn about the UN sys-

tem and how the church participates in the workings of the UN as well as 

the issues which are of concern to women globally. As a delegate Lauren 

is being asked to fund-raise a portion of the event costs including her air-

fare and meals throughout the week. If you would like to help Lauren, 

please make your checks to her and mail to 1328 Carlisle Ave., Apt. B, 

Guntersville, AL 35976. 

 

ñGet Your Can To Churchò Sunday 

December 6 
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Play School Openings  

There are a few openings in the 4 and 2 year old classes in the Play 

School.  If you know of someone who might be interested, please have 

them call Ree Brahan at 601 -582-2333. 

           

Military Addresses Needed  

 

While we pray for the military each week, the Vestry has discussed 

doing more for the specific military men and women on our prayer 

list. In order to do this, we need addresses.  If you have an address 

for someone on the military prayer list, please call the office (601 -544

-5551) with it.  Also, indicate if that person is serving in Iraq or Af-

ghanistan.  
 

         

Christmas Pageant  

 

Trinityõs annual Christmas Pageant will be Sunday, December 20 at 5:30 

p.m.  If your child would like to participate and/or you would like to volun-

teer to help, please call Betsy McIntire at 601 -544 -3376.  Again, this year 

we will have the lighting of the Christmas Tree in the Garth after the ser-

vice.  If you would like to purchase tree lights in honor, celebration or 

memory of someone or something special, please complete the form and 

return it to the church office.  
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CHRISTMASTIDE 2009 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  

 

f you would like to make a donation for Christmas poinsettias, please complete this 

form and send to the Church office NO LATER THAN MONDAY, DECEMBER 14.  

 

 

Enclosed is a donation in the amount of                            ________ 

 

in loving memory of                                               ______________ 

 

                                                                    ____________________ 

 

                                                                    ____________________ 

 

 

and/or in grateful thanksgiving for                                  _________ 

 

                                                                    ____________________ 

 

                                                                 _____________________ 

 

                                                                    ____________________ 

 

Given by                                                       ___________________ 

 

                                                              _______________________ 
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.    Trinityõs Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 20  

5:30 p.m. 

 

After the Pageant, a Christmas Tree  

will be lit in the Garth.  

If you would like to purchase Christmas Tree Lights  

in honor, celebration or memory of  

someone or something special in your life,  

please complete the form below.  
 

5 lights:   $5.00   10 lights:   $10.00  
 

Enclosed is a donation in the amount of_______________  
 

in loving memory of_______________________________  
 

______________________________________________  
 

______________________________________________  
 

and/or in grateful thanksgiving for____________________  
 

______________________________________________  
 

______________________________________________  
 

and/or in celebration of_____________________________  
 

______________________________________________  
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Progressive Dinner  

Saturday, December 5  

 
6:00 pm  The Sullivan Home for  

  Appetizers & Cocktails  
 

7:30 pm  Parish Hall for Dinner  
 

9:00 pm  The McIntire Home for  

Deserts  
 

$30.00 per person  
 

RSVP by November 25  

601-544-5551 
Please give choice of Entrée when calling.  

 

 

. 
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CHOIR NEWS  

 

You are cordially invited to attend the annual service of Advent Lessons and 

Carols on Sunday, December 6 at 5:00 P.M.  Invite your friends and family to 

join us in this beautiful candlelit service of Advent hymns, anthems, lessons and 

prayers as we await the coming of our Lord.  This is a wonderfully opportunity 

to take some quiet time out from the hustle and bustle of the approaching holi-

days, to immerse oneself in this glorious season of waiting and watching for the 

coming of Christ. 

ñEôen so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more.ò 

 

A huge thank you to Linda Banning for heading up the lovely reception after 

the Choral Evensong on All Saintsô Day, and also to several members of the 

choir who provided refreshments.  Thank you to the choir for a beautiful eve-

ning of music, to our resident oboeist, Cindy Bivins, to the readers, Kalani 

Hoffmann and Stanley Hauer, and to our priest, Marian, for her beautiful chant-

ing. 
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From Jody Burnett 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 It is with great joy and  in grateful thanksgiving for all that you 
have done  to support me in my ministry that I announce to you  my up-
coming ordination to the priesthood!   By the grace of God and the peo-
ple consenting,  the Rt. Rev.  Shannon S. Johnston, thirteenth bishop of 
Virginia, on behalf of the Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray, III, ninth bishop of 
Mississippi, will ordain Joseph  G. Burnett  to the Sacred Order of Priests 
in Christôs One Holy  Catholic and Apostolic Church at St. Johnôs Epis-
copal Church in McLean, Virginia, on Sunday, December 6 at 4 p.m.  
Your prayers and presence are requested!   
 
Blessings,         
 Jody 

The Rev. Joseph G. Burnett  
 
Assisant Rector 
Church of the Holy Comforter 
543 Beulah Road NE 
Vienna, Virginia 22180 
Work:  703-938-6521, ext. 21 
Cell:  703-216-9676 
 

         FALL FESTIVAL 2009  

 



Santa Claus Wants You!  
 
This year we expect once again to provide gifts for the Angel Tree of children 
whose parents are incarcerated.  This Trinity tradition has brought joy to chil-
dren who otherwise may not have much of a Christmas and has allowed those 
who shop for gifts for the children to be, in the best sense of the word, ñsecretò 
Santas.  Be attentive for an announcement at Sunday service about our Angels. 
 
In addition, we are responding to an urgent plea from the Foundation for Child 
Welfare in behalf of foster children in Forrest County.  We have pledged to 
sponsor Christmas gifts for 10 of the foster children (around 140 Forrest County 
children are in foster homes).  We have received the list of gifts needed and if 
you want to do some early shopping for one of these children, please get in 
touch with Deborah Clements at 601-928-9526 or dclements81@gmail.com.  
Deborah has recently returned to Trinity after an absence of some years and has 
graciously offered to coordinate our Santa efforts. 
 
 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

         Treasurerôs Report   
      As of October 31, 2009   
 

MTD Budgeted    $23,844.50  YTD Budgeted     $238,445.00 

MTD Actual        $19, 252.50  YTD Actual          $222,331.44 

Difference -  $ 4, 592.00  Difference -  $ 16, 113.56 

 
 We dropped a little in pledges received YTD and are now under budget 

by $16,113.56.  Our overall contributions are under budget by $14, 529.03 for 

the year. 

 In October, we purchased one heating/air conditioning unit ($6,045).  

We also paid $3,373.26 for utilities, $207.65 for kitchen supplies, and $333.17 

for altar guild expenses.  Outreach expenses totaled $600.00.  We paid 

$1,512.24 toward our diocesan pledge.  

 I am  updating the stewardship ñthermometersò each week to let you 

know how close we are to our goal of $460,000, and also how  close we are to  
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our 100% participation goal.  It is exciting to see the thermometers rising each 

week as I add new pledges.  There is still time to return your pledge card for 

2010 if you have not already done so.  Letôs meet that 100% participation 

goal!!! 

     Jan 

 

 

Hymns for December (through Advent) 

 
December 6 

 

65  Prepare the way, O Zion 

75  Thereôs a voice in the wilderness crying 

53  Once he came in blessing 

67  Comfort, comfort ye my people 

616  Hail to the Lordôs anointed 

 

December 13 

 

76  On Jordanôs bank the Baptistôs cry 

679  Surely it is God who saves me 

68  Rejoice, rejoice believers 

596  Judge eternal, throned in splendor 

640  Watchman, tell us of the night 

 

December 20 

 

56  O come, O come, Emmanuel 

265  The angel Gabriel from heaven came 

268  Ye who own the faith of Jesus 

54  Savior of the nations, come 

66  Come thou long expected Jesus 
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TRINITY CLEANUP DAY 

Saturday, December 12, 2009 

8:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY GARAGE SALE 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 

between services 

in the parish hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


